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Revue de presse

"the book is beautifully illustrated and is well referenced.... a birilliant account of the current status of art and
its unteachability" --The Art Book, Feb 2009 Présentation de |'éditeur

Annette Messager's original use of form and poetic power of communication place her among Europe's
leading contemporary artists. Born and brought up in the small town of Berck in Northern France where
"everybody made art," in the early 1960s she went to study at the Ecole des Arts Décoratifsin Paris. There
she quickly rejected any hierarchical notion of art form in favor of afreedom of expression inspired initially
by Jean Dubuffet and the "outsider" art he promoted. Since the late 1960s, she has experimented with and
combined awide variety of media, from painting and scul pture to assemblage, photography, film and
embroidery, often culminating in installations of great potency. Her work is at once intimate and universal,
using familiar objects (toys, fishing nets, gloves) in amanner that challenges usto look at our comfortable
world with fresh eyes. For this first monograph on Annette Messager, the author has worked closely with the
artist to produce a strong, visual work that provides a clear picture of the creative devel opment of a major
artist working today. Fully illustrated, including a 34-page introductory port-folio featuring key installations,
the book offers athematically organized text incorporating first-hand interviews with the artist aswell as
analyses of the significance of individual works. Completed by afull exhibitions history and extensive
bibliography, Annette Messager is a must-read for anyone interested in current artistic developmentsin
Europe. Biographie de |'auteur

Catherine Grenier is Head of Contemporary collections at the Musée National d'Art Moderne, Paris. Among
the numerous exhibitions she has organized are "Robert Morris," "Erik Dietman,” "Luciano Fabro," and most
recently, the acclaimed "L es Années Pop" at the Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris.
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